
ECO Terminology

Renewable (1)

Recycled & reclaimed (2)

Bio-based (1)

A resource is considered ‘renewable’ if it can be naturally regenerated on a human timescale. This 
means that the rate of regeneration must keep up with harvesting and consumption.

With single-use disposables on every foodie’s mind, and plant-based trending in the 
food industry, eco-friendly packaging is in the spotlight.

But the terminology can be confusing. Cut the confusion with this handy guide by 
Vegware, the global specialist in plant-based compostable foodservice packaging.

Recycled content refers to materials that have been diverted from the post-consumer waste stream. 

For example, Vegware’s paper bags are made from 100% recycled content.

Reclaimed content describes by-product waste materials diverted during a manufacturing process 
(sometimes referred to as pre-consumer recycled content). 

We use reclaimed sugarcane fibre to make our bagasse tableware and takeaway boxes. 
Bagasse is a by-product of the sugar industry which is no longer needed once the sugarcane has 
been pressed for juice.

A product or material is considered ‘bio-based’ if it is completely or partially derived from biomass. 
This includes harvested plant-based materials such as wood, animal-based materials such as wool, 
processed biomass such as paper, and man-made materials derived from natural sources, such as the 
bioplastic PLA which is made from sugars.

Vegware’s full product range is made from plants, using renewable, lower carbon, recycled or reclaimed materials.

reclaimed: bagasserecycled: paper



Compostable (at home/ industrial) (1)

Oxo-degradable (3)

Composting is biodegradation in composting conditions.

This means that the material is broken down by microorganisms in certain conditions (temperature, 
humidity, presence of oxygen) in a certain time without negatively influencing the quality of the 
compost.

This can either be done in a conventional compost heap, making it home compostable, or only 
specifically in an industrial composting facility with higher temperatures, more humidity, and more 
oxygen.

Within industrial composting, Vegware breaks down in under 12 weeks. So instead of being buried or burnt, your 
compostable catering ‘waste’ creates nutrient-rich compost that helps plants thrive.

Oxo-degradable or oxo-biodegradable plastics are conventional plastics to which chemicals are 
added to accelerate the breakdown process under the action of sunlight and/or heat and oxygen. 
These plastics are being banned by the European Union under the Single Use Plastics Directive, as 
they fragment into plastic flakes which pollute the environment.

Biodegradability (1)

A material can be regarded as biodegradable when it can be broken down by living organisms into 
biomass, water and naturally occurring gasses (such as methane, CH4, and carbon dioxide, CO2).

At Vegware, we avoid this term as it is too vague, without specifying timescales or the environmental conditions of 
the product breakdown.
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Circular economy

The circular economy is an economic system that is based on three principles: 

 ς Designing out waste & pollution

 ς Keeping products & materials in use

 ς Regenerating natural systems

Closing the loop

Vegware’s Environmental team helps clients join the 
circular economy by closing the loop. By using plant-
based compostable Vegware foodservice disposables 
and composting them after use, we design out waste 
(conventional foodservice packaging), and create 
a useful end product (compost). In turn, compost 
replenishes soils (regenerating natural systems), and 
helping grow plants and crops. 

We work with the waste sector to provide 
composting solutions for our clients.

vegware.com               @vegware

Conventional Plastic (4)

Plastic typically derived from fossil-based feedstocks that is not considered to be biodegradable or 
compostable in any reasonable timeframe.
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